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The iroquois have their government like all the
rest of the peoples of the earth. The difference
between them is, that theirs may be called that of
pure nature, wherein many things are wanting; but
the faith of our new christians plainly showed that
there would be nothing more beautiful than this
world, if the gospel were observed in it. It took
from the new village, in the matter of government,
only what vice had spoiled in the old iroquois vil-
lages. Having then agreed together, in the summer
of the current year, to accept forever the settlement
of la prairie, they resolved to elect two christians —
one for government and war, the other to watch
over the observance of christianity and religion.
They, recommended the matter to God, Judging it
of the utmost importance, and with this intention
heard mass. Then having assembled, they all with
one consent chose the two who in fact have most
merit and capacity for the exercise of these two
offices. This election took place by majority of
votes, as other transactions are settled among the
iroquois —among whom the chiefs indeed speak, but
they take the word from the elders of their village.
Since then, our two captains have been obeyed, but,
as was once seen by experience, lose their influence
if they are mnot good christians. They are
strictly obeyed, especially in the observance of their
regulations for good morals. Let us admire here
the divine power, which formerly banished from
Rome all the abominations which the romans had
introduced into their pantheon, derived from the
spoils of so many peoples whom they had subjected
to their sway. To-day, it purges our little flock
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